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First Glance by Aleila Brand-Starkey

Stacks of forgotten library books, unfinished puzzles and a half-
played game of monopoly littered Nina’s chaotic, untidy
bedroom. “Ahhhhh I’'m so bored” Nina whined. Mum had
suggested curling up with an interesting book but Nina had
already glanced at the front cover of every book and nothing was
going to convince her. She had all the books in the library just
carelessly thrown on the floor.

Her considerate mother helped her choose a
book she was sure she would like. “Fine”

~ grumbled Nina and she opened the first page
of The Hobbit. Nina looked around and saw
gullies you could leap over, crystal clear
waterfalls, dark ravines and pleasant green
hills with bright flowers that made her eyes
pop out with amazement. There was a
hobbit and a tall, handsome wizard with a
bright blue pointed hat and a long silver
beard. With them were little bearded dwarves even smaller than Nina. “Come with
us on our adventure” said the hobbit. But a dwarf in a mustard yellow hood cried out
“No way, she looks like a bossy, inconsiderate and lazy girl”.

So Nina went off with the Wizard. When it was evening they went back to
meet the others. They couldn’t believe their eyes! Fierce trolls had captured
the hobbit and the dwarves and put them into bags of prickles! Nina and the
wizard kept talking to the trolls, distracting them and before they knew it,
dawn had come and the trolls turned into rock! “Nina, you saved us!” cried
the dwarves thankfully.

“Nina, what are you up to?” Nina’s mum called. Nina looked around and the trolls
were gone. She was back in her bedroom. Nina was filled with shock but now she
couldn’t wait to start reading every incredible book in her bedroom. In no time the
floor was spotless!



